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St Peter and St Paul, Ewhurst 
 

Mothering Sunday Service 
with 

Dedication of Bells  
on 

Sunday 11th March 2018 
at 10.30 a.m. 

 

 
 

 
 

The Rt Revd Dr Jo Wells 
Bishop of Dorking 



 
 
Mothering Sunday is a celebrated on the fourth Sunday in Lent, 
exactly three weeks before Easter Day. Once observed as a day on 
which people would visit their "mother" church, it has also become an 
occasion for honouring the mothers of children and giving them 
presents.  It is increasingly being called Mother's Day, although that 
has always been a secular event quite different from the original 
Mothering Sunday.  

During the 16th century, people returned to their mother church for a 
service to be held on this Sunday.  In this context, the 'mother church' 
was either the church where they were baptised, or the local parish 
church, or the nearest cathedral which is the mother church of all the 
parish churches in a diocese.  Anyone who did this was commonly said 
to have gone "a-mothering". 

In later times, Mothering Sunday became a day when domestic 
servants were given a day off to visit their ‘mother church’, usually 
with their own mothers and other family members.  It was often the 
only time that whole families could gather together, since on other 
days they were prevented by conflicting working hours, and servants 
were not given free days on other occasions.  

Children and young people who were "in service" (as household 
servants) were given a day off on that date so they could visit their 
families.  The children would pick wild flowers along the way to place 
in the church or give to their mothers.  Eventually, the religious 
tradition evolved into the Mothering Sunday secular tradition of 
giving gifts to mothers.  
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Bell            Weight         Diameter   Note       Age      Foundry 
   (Imperial)     (Kgs) 
1 2cwt 3qrs 19lbs  134 23.00” in G sharp 1938 Loughborough 
2 3cwt 1qrs 1lbs     148 24.00” in F  1938 Loughborough 
3 3cwt 2qrs 4lbs    161 25.50” in E sharp 1938 Loughborough 
4 4cwt 0qrs 21bs    191 27.00” in D sharp 1938 Loughborough 
5 4cwt 2qrs 4lbs    206 29.25” in C sharp 15thC Wokingham 
6 6cwt 1qrs 2lbs    285 31.88” in B sharp 15thC Wokingham 
7 8cwt 2qrs 1lbs    386 35.38” in A sharp 1671 Chertsey 
8 11cwt 2qrs 8lbs  526 39.50” in G sharp 1671 Chertsey 
 
Bells 5 and 6 are being retired to be replaced by: 
5     29.25” in C sharp 2018 Loughborough 
6     32.00” in B sharp 2018 Loughborough 
 
The 6th bell  is dedicated to Douglas May, a much loved bellringer and former 
Guild Master. 
 
Bell Restoration Committee: 
Chairman: Clive Ward 
Project Manager: Chris Rogers (Guilford Cathedral Tower Captain) 
Operations: Rob Matthews 
Tower Captain: Jan Jesson 
Church Warden: Jackie May 
Members: Sue Henderson 
 Val Jolly 
 Dave Mansfield 
 
We raised £55,000 to complete the work assisted by these sponsors: 
Heritage Lottery Fund Garfield Weston Foundation 
John & Anne Barrett-Lennard Jackie May 
Allchurches Trust Ewhurst History Society 
Ewhurst Carnival  Ewhurst Parish Council 
Ellens Green Mission Hall  Top Print 
Burns & Webber   Box Broadband 
Guildford Diocesan Guild - Bell Restoration Fund 
The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers  
Surrey Association Bell Restoration Fund 
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The Bells at St Peter & St Paul’s Church 
 
As may be seen from the dates of the bells, there is a long tradition of ringing 
bells in Ewhurst.  It is 80 years since the last major work was undertaken on 
the bells and this refurbishment project has secured the future of ringing in 
Ewhurst for many years.  All the 8 bells and their wheels and clappers were 
sent to the John Taylor Foundry in Loughborough and have now returned 
from being overhauled.  Some bells have new headstocks, the clappers have 
been reground, some wheels have been remade and a group from the village 
travelled to watch the two new bells being cast.   
 
The two new bells and six old bells will be rehung next week for change 
ringing.  The old 6th bell will be hung in the bell chamber with a chiming 
rope being hung in the Central Crossing so it can be used as a service bell.  
The old 5th bell will be hung in the ringing chamber for display.  The ringers 
and their families have assisted with the work to remove and replace the 
bells, repaint the bell frame and refurbish the ringing room. 
 
We are very grateful for all the local support we have received.  The PCC 
have been very supportive and we have received donations from a wide 
range of people and organisations, with 48% coming from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund 
 
Following a period when the bells were silent or only rung occasionally for 
some years, regular practices were established in the tower in 2010 and have 
seen a number of beginners taught from scratch, together with some 
‘returners’ joining existing ringers.  Recruitment and training has been 
supported by ringers from Shere, Albury and Cranleigh and weekly practice 
nights are still supported by visiting ringers from these towers with 
attendance often exceeding a dozen.   
 
The project has attracted attention from around the district and we expect a 
number of visiting ringers to try out the new bells.  Listen out for a number 
of quarter peals (approximately 45 minutes) on our new bells in the coming 
months. 
 
We are very eager to encourage new ringers to this ancient craft and all ages 
are very welcome. It provides gentle exercise, mental stimulation and good 
company. 
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WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
 
As a mother comforts her child so I will comfort you,  
says the Lord. 
 
We praise you, our God, for all mothers and fathers who have loved 
and laughed and laboured as they cared for their children. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
We praise you, our God, for all mothers and fathers who have wept in 
sorrow and joy for their children 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
We praise you, our God, for Jesus, born of a woman and nurtured in 
her love, and for Mary, a reminder of your patient, waiting love. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
 
SONG 
 

Morning has broken, like the first morning,  
Blackbird has spoken, like the first bird.  
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning,  
Praise for them springing fresh from the word.  
 
Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven,  
Like the first dew fall on the first grass.  
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,  
Sprung in completeness where His feet pass.  
 
Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning,  
Born of the one light Eden saw play.  
Praise with elation, praise every morning,  
God's re-creation of the new day.  

 
 
COLLECT  for Mothering Sunday (see weekly pew sheet) 
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CONFESSION  
 
Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you: 
You are gentle with us like a mother with her children. 
In your love and tenderness, remake us. 
 
Forgive us when we forget you and fail to honour you in our lives. 
In your love and tenderness, remake us. 
 
Forgive us when we knowingly ignore you and choose to do wrong in 
your sight. 
In your love and tenderness, remake us. 
 
Turn our anger into compassion, our hate to love, our despair to hop: 
in your gentleness comfort us in fear. 
In your love and tenderness, remake us. 
 
In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness, 
Prepare us for the beauty of heaven, 
And in your love and tenderness, remake us. 
 
Words of God’s forgiveness 
 
BIBLE READINGS: 
 
Numbers 10: 1-3 read by Clive Ward, Restoration Fund Organiser 
 
1 Corinthians 13: 1-3 read by Robert Matthews, Steeple Keeper 
 
ADDRESS:     Bishop Jo 
 
SONG:   
 

Lord Jesus Christ you have come to us  
You are one with us, Mary's Son.  
Cleansing our souls from all their sin  
pouring Your love and goodness in  
Jesus our love for you we sing,  
living Lord.  
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May the ears that have heard your word  
listen only to what is good. 
And may our lives as well as our worship  
be always pleasing in your sight;  
for the glory of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen 

 
THE BLESSING 
 
Bishop Jo: 
May the Lord who brought us to birth by his Spirit 
Strengthen us for the Christian life. 
May the Lord who provides for all our needs sustain us day by day. 
May the Lord whose steadfast love 
Is constant as a mother’s care 
Send us out to live and work for others. 
 
The Blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Minister: 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ, Amen 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 

Information on the bells is overleaf >> 
 

You are welcome to join us for refreshments in 
the Wilson Room after this service 
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Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF POSIES 
 
SONG 
during this song we will take up our offering. 
 
He’s got the whole wide world in His hands 
He’s got the whole wide world in His hands 
He’s got the whole wide world in His hands 
He’s got the whole world in His hands 

He’s got the tiny little baby, in His hands (x 3)  
He’s got the whole world in His hands 

He’s got you and me brother/sister in His hands  (x 3)  
He’s got the whole world in His hands 

He’s got everybody here, in His hands ((x 3)  
He’s got the whole world in His hands 

He’s got the whole wide world in His hands (x 3) 
He’s got the whole world in His hands 

OFFERING 
Bishop Jo: For everything in heaven and on earth is yours 
All:  All things come from you,  

and of your own do we give you. 
 
SENDING OUT 
We say together: 
Be with us, Lord, as we go out into the world. 
May the lips that have sung your praises  
always speak the truth. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us  
Born as one with us, Mary's Son.  
Led out to die on Calvary,  
risen from death to set us free,  
living Lord Jesus help us see, 
You are Lord.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ I would come to you  
live my life for you, Son of God.  
All your commands I know are true,  
your many gifts will make me new,  
into my life your power breaks through, 
living Lord;  

 
 
CREED 
 
Let us declare our faith in God: 
 
We believe in God the Father, 
From whom every family 
In heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
Who lives in our hearts through faith, 
And fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
Who strengthens us with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
 
 
EWHURST INFANT SCHOOL 
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DEDICATION OF BELLS 
 
A Bell Conversation: presented by members of SNAK 
 
Bell Number 5 – Anne Barrett-Lennard, donor: 
Bishop Jo, I ask that you bless this newly cast bell, that it may ring out 
to the Glory of God to the people of this community. 
 
Bishop Jo: 
With joy and thanksgiving I bless this bell in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Bell Number 6 - Jackie May, Churchwarden and donor: 
Bishop Jo, I ask that you bless this newly cast bell, that it may tell the 
people of this parish of the Glory of God. 
 
Bishop Jo: 
With joy and thanksgiving I bless this bell in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
  
Restored Bells - Jan Jesson, Tower Captain and younger members 

 of the church: 
Bishop Jo, we ask that you bless these bells, restored to their full glory 
by the gift of many people and organisations with the assistance of 
charitable funding, that they again peal out their song to tell of the 
Glory of God. 
 
Bishop Jo: 
With joy and thanksgiving I bless these bells in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
From the beginning of time your voice has called to us inviting us into 
your presence, teaching us the mysteries of your life, guiding us on the 
way to salvation. 
 
Now we are pleased that in your church the sound of bells will again 
summon your people to meet you in praise and prayer. 
By this blessing accept these bells to your service. May their voice 
direct our hearts toward you and prompt us to come gladly to this 
church, here to experience the presence of Christ, to listen to your 
word, to offer you our prayers and both in joy and sorrow to be friends 
with one another; we ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

HYMN     (words by Revd John H Matthews;  tune: Jerusalem) 
 
Ring out, glad bells! Arouse our hearts,  
Shame our indifference and our strife;  
Call us again to leave behind  
All that impedes our spirit’s life --  
And with your wide and son’rous mouths  
Inspire our mouths to sing anew  
The praise of Him who reigns above,  
The righteous One, the Just, the True.  
 
Your substance once was hid from sight  
Mute in the darkness of the earth,  
But by man’s skill, to give delight,  
You were brought forth and given birth.  
We are from nothing; may we be  
Found, when this mortal life is done  
True-cast by God the Father’s love  
To bear the image of the Son.  
 
Ring out, glad bells! From belfries dark  
Call us, with loud resounding voice  
Into that light which never dims,  
Wherein the Holy Ones rejoice;  
And, as your sound goes boldly out,  
So may we go, to make Christ known,  
Till all the sons of God shall shout  
With endless joy before His throne! 
 
PRAYERS 
We pray for the needs of the world, our families and our community. 
 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us so we pray: 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
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